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Screen capture from footage published on a Houthi Telegram

channel on November 1, 2023, purporting to show a UAS launch

by the group. The image shows a V-wing Sammad-2 or Sammad-3

drone, which DIA assesses to be a version of the Iranian Sayyad

(KAS-04,) drone. See the declassified dossier, “Iran Enabling Houthi

Attacks Across the Middle East,” Defense Intelligence Agency,
February 2024.
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Map 1: Houthi anti-shipping posture in the Gulf of Aden. The red-shaded areas are Houthi-occupied, and the white diamonds are known
attacks on shipping (until map production on April 11, 2024). The yellow circle is a 150-kilometer radius drawn out from the area of
the main shipping corridor in which most ships have been attacked, and the white circle is a 300- kilogram radius, the likely maximum
range (in the author’s view) of the Mohit and Asef ASBMs used by the Houthis. This map shows that it is difficult for the Houthis to use
slower drone systems on the eastern side of the Gulf of Aden due to their lack of coastline launch sites, with ships likely to move long
distances before such drones could close with the target. Updated course corrections to drones might be provided by the Iranian Behshad
and other vessels in collaboration with retransmission towers in high places such as Taizz—where the United States undertook multiple
rounds of strikes on GSM towers in November and December. ASBMs launched from inland areas such as Al-Bayda and Taizz have been
a key weapon for rapidly reaching moving targets in the Gulf of Aden.
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W Attacks on lsrael W Attacks on Shipping

Figure 1: Houthi Operational Tempo, October 19, 2023, to April
24, 2024
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