


 The Syrian government is battling a growing 

insurgency, with the situation developing into a 

civil war. Neither side is currently capable of 

overwhelming the other. 

 

 Whilst external powers interested in keeping 

Assad in power are actively protecting their 

interests, Western powers calling for Assad to 

go are relatively passive in supporting Syrian 

opposition.  

 

 Continued relative Western passivity could 

result in a very long conflict within Syria, 

possibly lasting years, developing along 

sectarian lines and leading to the deaths of 

many more thousands with no clear outcome. 

 

 With Assad unwilling to negotiate his own 

departure and the bulk of the opposition 

unwilling to negotiate any solution with him, the 

Annan Plan has little prospect for success and a 

plan B is required. 

 

 The Assad regime's departure would deal a 

serious blow to Iran and to the Iranian-led axis 

and encourage those in the region standing up 

to repression. 

 

 To maximise the chances of Assad’s departure, 

while minimising risks, European powers along 

with the US should adopt a more proactive 

policy through:  

 

o significantly increased, though carefully 

calibrated support for the opposition;  

o further isolation of the regime;  

o continuing to seek Russia’s cooperation, 

whilst realising that the more inevitable the 

fall of the regime looks, the more likely 

Russia is to engage in a process to replace 

it; 

o support for Syria’s neighbours in managing 

the fallout from the conflict;  

o preparation of contingency plans to secure 

Syrian strategic weapons and prevent 

humanitarian catastrophes;   

o taking an opportunity to mend fences 

between Israel and Turkey.  





 

 





 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


