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As the United States seeks to reduce its military presence in Iraq, the ambitious withdrawal timetable laid out by
President Barack Obama becomes vulnerable to disruption by a number of strategic factors. Chief among these is
a violent breakdown of relations between the federal government in Baghdad and the Kurdistan Regional
Government, particularly over the fate of the strategically significant Kirkuk province, rich in oil and gas reserves
as well as valuable military terrain. If Kurdish political factions become a central pillar of Iraq's next coalition
government, a moment may arise in 2010-2012 during which forward movement on Kirkuk's future is possible,
with potentially significant impact on U.S. Iraq strategy.
In this landmark study, Michael Knights and Ahmed Ali prepare U.S. policymakers for near-term strategic
opportunities in Kirkuk, focusing on bottom-up (local) approaches that the United States can facilitate in parallel
with support of top-down (national) initiatives. By offering new perspectives on locally generated confidence- and
security-building measures, Kirkuk in Transition fills a significant gap in the extensive literature on the province.
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