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ubsequent to the U.S.-led coalition's victory in Operation Desert Storm and Iraq's expulsion from Kuwait, the

United States and the UN instituted a policy of "broad containment." The objectives of this policy were to keep

Saddam weak politically and limit his military freedom of action in the region by supporting opposing elements

inside Iraq and neighboring Gulf states; to constrain Iraq's attempts to rebuild its conventional military forces; to

prevent any Iraqi efforts to reconstitute or acquire weapons of mass destruction (WMD); and to monitor carefully

and, if necessary, to control Iraq's economy to accomplish the first three goals. Accordingly, the UN Security Council

passed Resolution 687 establishing measures to ensure the attainment of these objectives. Resolution 688 then

created no-fly zones to prevent Saddam from attacking his own people and to contain his military.

America's post-Desert Storm experience in Iraq and the changes it has wrought on the U.S. Air Force remain central

issues in U.S. military policy. In Crises after the Storm, Lt. Col. Paul K. White examines the following three questions:

(1) How successfully has coalition air power contained the regime of Iraqi president Saddam Husayn and how

effectively has enforcement of the no-fly zones supported United Nations (UN) Security Council resolutions? (2) Has

the coalition responded to the four major post-Desert Storm crises effectively and learned from these encounters? (3)

How has U.S. participation in Operations Southern Watch and Provide Comfort (Northern Watch) affected the U.S.

Air Force?

ABOUT THE AUTHORS
Paul K. White (/experts/paul-k-white)

93 pages

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/paul-k-white
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/paul-k-white


BRIEF ANALYSIS

Ongoing Debates over Water and Electricity Privatization in Morocco

May 1, 2024
◆

Soufiane Elgoumri

(/policy-analysis/ongoing-debates-over-water-and-electricity-privatization-morocco)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Why Israel Should Declare a Unilateral Cease-Fire in Gaza

May 1, 2024
◆

Dennis Ross,
David Makovsky

(/policy-analysis/why-israel-should-declare-unilateral-cease-fire-gaza)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Understanding the IRGC's Past, Present, and Future Use of Syrian Tribal Militias

Apr 30, 2024
◆

Abdullah Hayek

(/policy-analysis/understanding-irgcs-past-present-and-future-use-syrian-tribal-militias)

TOPICS

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)  

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Iraq (/policy-
analysis/iraq)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ongoing-debates-over-water-and-electricity-privatization-morocco
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/why-israel-should-declare-unilateral-cease-fire-gaza
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/understanding-irgcs-past-present-and-future-use-syrian-tribal-militias
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq



	Crises After the Storm: An Appraisal of U.S. Airpower in Iraq since 1991
	93 pages
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



