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P olitical terrorism, often sponsored by states, has long been a major factor in Middle East politics. Terrorist

groups' ability to act more frequently and effectively is closely linked to financing. Such patronage today,

however, is proportionately less in the hands of state sponsors. While Iran and Syria continue to back international

terrorism, groups increasingly finance their own activities through a network of charitable and humanitarian

organizations, criminal enterprises, front companies, illicit and unregulated banking systems, and the personal

wealth of individual militant Islamists. This article highlights the network of sub-state actors that, on their own and

in concert with state and other sponsors, finance such movements and activities....
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