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W hile Turkey prepares for a make or break year with the European Union (EU), perhaps a not less important
issue for Ankara is its relationship with Washington. Over the past year, the U.S.-Turkish relationship has
undergone some serious challenges. Despite the positive developments of the past months, today Ankara and
Washington still do not appear to be on the same page when it comes to Iraq or their vision of the Middle East. It
seems that if the U.S.-Turkish relationship is to be reinvigorated in 2004, this would likely take place elsewhere,
including Turkey’s northern neighborhood, from the Balkans and Black Sea basin to the Caucasus and Central
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