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he first serious challenge to Coalition forces in Iraq from Shiite elements began on 4 April 2004. Moqtada al-

Sadr's organisation and its militia, the Mahdi Army, initiated demonstrations and attacks on Coalition forces

and facilities in Baghdad's Sadr City and across southern Iraq.

Coinciding with the siege of Falluja and increased activity by Sunni resistance elements, US fears of a two-front

insurgency materialised as al-Sadr's revolt posed a serious political and military challenge to the Coalition. At a

tactical level, Coalition commanders had to defend threatened positions, respond to threats to the main supply

routes through the south, and redeploy US forces from as far north as Mosul, to contain the challenge. At the

strategic level, the Coalition faced the test of suppressing the rebellion without causing a serious breach with the

Shiite community, or letting al-Sadr's political influence and military power expand dramatically....
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