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A
Brief Analysis

fter years of quiet diplomatic frustration, the oil-rich Persian Gulf federated state of the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) has publicly reopened a dispute with neighboring Saudi Arabia over two parts of their common border.

A map in the 2006 edition of the official UAE Yearbook shows the UAE extending westward as far as Qatar, across

territory currently controlled by Saudi Arabia (download

(http://www.uaeinteract.com/uaeint_misc/pdf_2006/English_2006/eyb3.pdf) a PDF copy of the map). (The map

in the 2005 edition does not show this.) Less obvious, but also depicted, is a southern border that extends to include

most of the Shaybah Oil Field, Saudi Arabia's newest oil production area.

Washington will not want to be asked to take sides, but any diplomatic row or brinkmanship could directly

jeopardize American commercial interests -- U.S. companies are heavily involved in both states. Militarily, the UAE's

al-Dhafra Air Base is used by U.S. transport and reconnaissance aircraft, partly replacing the now closed U.S.

facilities in Saudi Arabia, and the UAE's port of Mina Jebel Ali is frequently used by American naval ships.
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The map published in the "Map Room" of the official UAE Ministry of Information and Culture

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
http://www.uaeinteract.com/uaeint_misc/pdf_2006/English_2006/eyb3.pdf


BRIEF ANALYSIS

Khamenei Breaks His Silence on the Nuclear Negotiations

Feb 17, 2022
◆

Omer Carmi

(/policy-analysis/khamenei-breaks-his-silence-nuclear-negotiations)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

The Ukraine Crisis Isn’t Over: Russia Has Lied About Troop Withdrawals Before

Feb 16, 2022
◆

Anna Borshchevskaya

(/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

As China Thrives in the Post-9/11 Middle East, the US Must Counter

Feb 16, 2022
◆

Jay Solomon

(/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter)

TOPICS

Energy & Economics (/policy-analysis/energy-
economics)  

Gulf & Energy Policy (/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-
policy)

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/khamenei-breaks-his-silence-nuclear-negotiations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/energy-economics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy


Gulf States (/policy-analysis/gulf-
states)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-states

	Map Wars: The UAE Reclaims Lost Territory from Saudi Arabia
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



