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In-Depth Reports

S

yria has long presented a serious problem for the Middle East region and Western policy. With its mix of
competing religious and ethnic groups, radical ideologies, and political repression, it is a 72,000-square-mile

time bomb waiting to go off. Yet surprisingly, very little is known about this country and the role it has played in
shaping the destiny of the Middle East. In The Truth about Syria, Washington Institute visiting fellow Barry Rubin
looks at the critical issues that have made the country the powderkeg of the Middle East and offers an insightful
analysis of the effects of recent developments.
304 pages

Advance Praise for The Truth About Syria

"S

yria will play a major role in the years to come both as a player and an issue in world politics. This book,
written by a veteran student of Middle East affairs, is the most up-to-date and reliable guide available on this

subject."—Walter Laqueur, Emeritus Professor, Georgetown University, and author of No End to War: Terrorism in
the Twenty-first Century and the classic The Road to War
"Barry Rubin's book is a much-needed examination that cuts through the delusions and fantasies currently in vogue
about the Assad regime. Rubin nails the nature of Syria's rulers and their behavior, explaining why they are--and will
always be--hard-line, chronic exporters of instability."—Tony Badran, Research Fellow (Levant), Foundation for
Defense of Democracies
"Professor Rubin's book comes at a time when the debate over Syria and its regime is growing throughout Europe
and America. He courageously gathers evidence showing the impossibility of dealing with Syria or changing its
behavior. The merit of Rubin's book lies in the thorough dissection of the regime's psychological conduct, and of the
tools this dictatorship has used in the past and uses now to remain in power. Any approach to the Syrian problem
that does not take Professor Rubin's analysis into consideration will be an incomplete one."—Elie Fawaz, Lebanese

political analyst
ISBN: 1403982732
Publisher: Palgrave-MacMillan
Buy: Amazon

View/Print Page as PDF

SHARE

EMAIL ALERTS
Sign Up

TO TOP

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Middle East Policy from Trump to Biden: Views from Inside the State Department’s Near
East Bureau
Wednesday, March 10, 2021, starting at 1:00 p.m. EST
◆
David Schenker,
Robert Satloff

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Lebanon's Predicament: Political Stagnation and Economic Collapse in a Hezbollah-

Dominated State
Mar 5, 2021
◆
Makram Rabah,
Ali al-Amin,
Alia Mansour

BRIEF ANALYSIS

A New “Working” Agenda to Solve the Syrian Puzzle
Mar 5, 2021
◆
Ammar Al-Musarea

TOPICS
U.S. Policy

REGIONS & COUNTRIES
Syria

STAY UP TO DATE

SIGN UP FOR EMAIL ALERTS

1111 19th Street NW - Suite 500
Washington D.C. 20036
Tel: 202-452-0650
Fax: 202-223-5364
Contact
Press Room

The Washington Institute seeks to advance a balanced and realistic understanding of American interests in the
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