Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Policy Focus 79

Apocalyptic Politics:
On the Rationality of Iranian Policy

by Mehdi Khalaji (/experts/mehdi-khalaji)

Jan 1, 2008

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

bl

Mehdi Khalaji (/experts/mehdi-khalaji
Mehdi Khalaji, a Qom-trained Shiite theologian, was the Libitzky Family Fellow at The Washington Institute.

@

In-Depth Reports

T he Iranian regime has given the West ample cause for worry about its intentions and general mindset in recent
years. Over and above tensions stemming from terrorism, nuclear activity, and other issues, statements from
Iranian leaders since President Ahmadinezhad's election have led many to conclude that the regime may be guided
by an apocalyptic vision that would welcome chaos as a way to hasten the reappearance of the "Hidden Imam." Can
the president and Supreme Leader be treated as rational actors on issues as fraught with peril as nuclear

proliferation?

In this Policy Focus -- the third entry in the Institute's "Agenda: Iran" series -- Qom-trained theologian and Iran
expert Mehdi Khalaji examines the complexities of attitudes about the Hidden Imam, both in Shia tradition and
among Iran's current leaders. He highlights the spread of superstitious religious practices, as well as the influence of
anti-rationalist trends rooted in Mahshad, Iran's holiest city. He also explores whether religious factors have a strong
influence on the regime's decisionmaking. Iran's leaders have displayed an often bewildering vacillation between
"end of days" thinking and self-preservation -- understanding these seemingly contradictory tendencies is crucial to

formulating more effective policies aimed at curbing Iran's ambitions in the nuclear arena and elsewhere.

o %O pages

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/mehdi-khalaji
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/mehdi-khalaji

BRIEF ANALYSIS

A Better Plan for Sanctioning Iranian Airlines

Apr 23,2024
.

Babak Taghvaee
(/policy-analysis/better-plan-sanctioning-iranian-airlines)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Iragi Militias Hit Two U.S. Sites in Irag and Syria

Apr 22,2024

.
Michael Knights,
Hamdi Malik,
Crispin Smith,
Alex Almeida

(/policy-analysis/iragi-militias-hit-two-us-sites-irag-and-syria)

_;. |
BRIEF ANALYSIS
Rise and Fall of the AKP’s Islamist Appeal in Turkiye

Apr 22,2024
.
Mustafa Giil

(/policy-analysis/rise-and-fall-akps-islamist-appeal-turkiye)

TOPICS
Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic- Democracy & Reform (/policy-analysis/democracy-
politics) reform)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/better-plan-sanctioning-iranian-airlines
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraqi-militias-hit-two-us-sites-iraq-and-syria
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/rise-and-fall-akps-islamist-appeal-turkiye
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/democracy-reform

Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran

	Apocalyptic Politics: On the Rationality of Iranian Policy
	50 pages
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



