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Taming Iranian-backed Special Groups in Maysan Province
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T he growing number of weapons caches, bomb-making materiel, and rocket-launching facilities discovered by
coalition forces in the Iraqi province of Maysan underscores the ongoing sophistication and scale of so-called
"Special Groups." These groups consist of Shiite Arab militants who draw on Iranian cross-border logistical support,
training, shelter, and funding to continue the struggle against U.S. and Iraqi government security forces. Maysan's
long and largely unguarded border with Iran, its ungovernable marshlands, and the province's historic record of
militancy and disorder have turned the governorate into the central front in the proxy war between the U.S.-Iraqi

cgalition and Iranian-backed militants.
*

CTC Sentinel

RECOMMENDED

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

The Ukraine Crisis Isn't Over: Russia Has Lied About Troop Withdrawals Before

Feb 16, 2022
3
Anna Borshchevskaya

(/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals)

ARTIES & TESTIMONY
As China Thrives in the Post-9/11 Middle East, the US Must Counter



https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter

Feb 16,2022
.
Jay Solomon

(/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter)

o
:lu-"‘._.___'-'_'_ E & 2 e ™

: B -—m
BRIEF ANALYSIS

Unpacking the UAE F-35 Negotiations

Feb 15,2022
.
Grant Rumley

(/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations)

TOPICS
Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES
Iran (/policy- Iraq (/policy-

analysis/iran) analysis/iraq)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq

	Taming Iranian-backed Special Groups in Maysan Province
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



