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espite its success as the first Muslim Brotherhood organization to control and govern territory, and in part

because of that success, Hamas today is under significant stress. In the West Bank, Hamas faces a severe

security crackdown that has driven the movement underground. And in Gaza, Hamas has been forced to choose

between engaging in acts of violence or attempting to effectively govern the territory it took over by force of arms.

The result is an acute ideological tension within Hamas, the Islamic Resistance Movement, which has been forced to

suspend the resistance for which it is named and by which it defines itself. For some, the cessation of violence,

however temporary, is a sign of moderation within Hamas. For others, Hamas's actions, including continued

radicalization and weapons smuggling into Gaza, better denote the movement's true intentions and trajectory. To be

sure, Hamas is not a monolithic movement. But the one constant among its various currents is its self-identification

as a resistance movement. ...
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Matthew Levitt is a senior fellow and director of The Washington Institute's Stein Program on Counterterrorism and
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