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T hroughout the 20th Century, the countries of Iran and Egypt have had a very complex relationship with one
another. Among other things, Iran, a leading majority Shiite country that is also ruled by Shiites, and Egypt, the
cultural and theological center of Sunni Islam, are home to two of the most important streams of modern Islamist
revivalism -- Shiite Islamism, and the Muslim Brotherhood, respectively. While the relations between Shiite and
Sunni states and non-state movements have often been adversarial and even prone to violence, the relations
between these two streams of Islamism, both of which stress as a matter of doctrine the ideals of pan-Islamist unity,

have tended toward ideological convergence and collaboration. **
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