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I n February 2010, tensions spiked between Israel and its northern neighbors. First, Syrian and Israeli officials
engaged in a war of words, complete with dueling threats of regime change and targeting civilian populations.
Weeks later, Hizbullah leader Hassan Nasrallah pledged to go toe-to-toe with Israel in the next war. Then, toward the
end of the month, Israel began military maneuvers in the north. Finally, on February 26, Syrian President Bashar
Assad hosted Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Nasrallah for an unprecedented dinner meeting in

Damascus.

Concerns about Israeli hostilities with Hizbullah are nothing new, but based on recent pronouncements from
Damascus, if the situation degenerates, fighting could take on a regional dimension not seen since 1973. In January
and February, Syrian officials indicated that, unlike during the 2006 fighting in Lebanon, Damascus would not "sit
idly by" in the next war. While these statements may be bravado, it's not difficult to imagine Syria being drawn into

the conflict. ... %
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