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ight years after the Justice and Development Party (AKP) ascended to power in Ankara, U.S.-Turkish relations stand at a critical juncture: bilateral tensions surrounding regional

flashpoints like Iran and the Israeli-Palestinian peace process have heightened, and even the six-decade-old NATO-Turkish relationship can no longer be taken for granted, as

evidenced by Turkey's current reluctance to endorse the NATO missile project. As the ruling AKP leadership continues to actively oppose central pillars of U.S. Middle East policy,

Washington should reach out directly to the Turkish public through serious public diplomacy initiatives, while encouraging the Turkish government to consider both the benefits of having

America in its corner -- and the costs of rejecting U.S. support.
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