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I or thirty years, Iran has sponsored Iraqi paramilitary proxies, demonstrating the Islamic Republic's ability to
commission violence within Iraq. In this new article, Washington Institute Lafer fellow Michael Knights
discusses the genesis of Iran's current support for "Special Groups" of militant Shia diehards, emphasizing their

destabilizing effect on Iraq and implications for the withdrawal of U.S. security forces.

Michael Knights is a Lafer fellow at The Washington Institute, specializing in the military and security affairs of Iraq,

Iran, Yemen, and the Gulf Arab states. %
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