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he Islamic Revolution surprised senior U.S. policymakers as well as the Shah of Iran, Mohammad Reza Pahlavi.

On the eve of revolution, Iran -- a key U.S. ally -- seemed relatively stable despite bouts of urban terrorism in

the early and mid-1970s. At the first signs of escalating unrest in early 1978, neither Iranian nor U.S. officials

considered the possibility that Iran's armed forces, the largest and most modern in the region (next to those of

Israel), would prove unable to deal with whatever trouble lay ahead. The fall of the Shah a year later, therefore, raised

searching questions regarding the role of the armed forces during the crisis and its failure to quash the revolution.

The recent emergence of popular protest movements that have overthrown authoritarian regimes in Tunisia and

Egypt -- and that are challenging similar regimes in Libya, Yemen, Bahrain, and Syria -- has revived memories of the

Shah and his fall. These developments have again raised questions regarding the role of armed forces during

revolutions and whether Iran's experience during the Islamic Revolution and after holds relevant lessons for current

developments in the Middle East....

Download this article (PDF). (http://washingtoninstitute.org/html/pdf/Eisenstadt201104.pdf)

Michael Eisenstadt is director of The Washington Institute's Military and Security Studies Program
(http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC11.php?CID=64) .

Strategic Forum

Does the behavior of Iran's armed forces during and after the 1979 revolution
hold relevant lessons for current unrest in the Middle East?

 

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
http://washingtoninstitute.org/html/pdf/Eisenstadt201104.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC11.php?CID=64


ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

The Ukraine Crisis Isn’t Over: Russia Has Lied About Troop Withdrawals Before

Feb 16, 2022
◆

Anna Borshchevskaya

(/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

As China Thrives in the Post-9/11 Middle East, the US Must Counter

Feb 16, 2022
◆

Jay Solomon

(/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Unpacking the UAE F-35 Negotiations

Feb 15, 2022
◆

Grant Rumley

(/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations)

TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)  

Democracy & Reform (/policy-analysis/democracy-
reform)

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/ukraine-crisis-isnt-over-russia-has-lied-about-troop-withdrawals
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/china-thrives-post-911-middle-east-us-must-counter
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/democracy-reform
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security


Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran

	Iran's Islamic Revolution: Lessons for the Arab Spring of 2011?
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



