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In-Depth Reports

B etween May 19 and May 24, 2011, President Barack Obama and Israeli prime minister Binyamin Netanyahu delivered three landmark speeches that generated significant
controversy regarding the status of relations between the two leaders and Washington's near-term plans for the peace process. At a time when the Palestinian Authority seems bent
on sharing power with Hamas and seeking statehood recognition via the UN, understanding Washington and Israel's stances is crucial. In this Policy Note, David Makovsky spells out both

the causes of the controversy and the steps the Obama administration should take to avoid exacerbating an already tense situation.
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