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estimony before the U.S. House of Representatives, Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Events of recent weeks -- intensified attacks on U.S. civilian and military personnel in Iraq, ongoing political and
terrorist violence against Iraqis, and tensions related to the brewing debate in Iraq about the U.S. military presence
beyond 2011 -- underscore the fact that the United States still faces major challenges in realizing its long-term goal

of establishing an Iraq that is, in the words of President Barack Obama, "sovereign, stable, and self-reliant."

While these events underscore that security is still job number one for the United States and the Government of Iraq,
several other factors will affect Washington's ability to work with Baghdad to preserve the security gains of recent

years, build a strategic partnership with the government and people of Iraq, and influence developments there...

Download Mr. Eisenstadt's prepared remarks (PDF).
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