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Whether U.S. forces in Iraq withdraw or not, Iran is expected to continue
backing its proxies there in order to influence the political situation and retain
an ability to strike Western assets.

T he US military suffered its heaviest monthly casualties in Iraq in three years in June, when 14 of its soldiers
were Killed in action. At least 12 of them were killed by Iranian-backed 'special groups', prompting fresh
complaints from the US that Iran was encouraging its Iraqi allies to step up their attacks as the scheduled withdrawal

of all US forces from Iraq looms.

The surge in attacks highlighted the threat posed by Shia militants, especially if the US and Iraqi governments sign
an agreement allowing US forces to stay beyond the 31 December withdrawal deadline. Even if the US leaves as
previously agreed, Iran is expected to continue to back Iraqi proxies in order to influence the political situation and

retain an ability to strike Western assets in the country and possibly elsewhere...

Michael Knights is a Lafer fellow with The Washington Institute, specializing in the military and security affairs of
Iraq, Iran, Yemen, and the Gulf Arab states. As a consultant to the private-security industry, he worked closely with
the Iraqi Security Forces in a number of provinces in 2011 and continues to collate security metrics directly from the

Iraqi government following the U.S. withdrawal. He is the author of The Iraqi Security Forces: Local Context and
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