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he Syrian government's fluid relationships with terrorist groups such as Hizballah and Hamas have been

further complicated by the ongoing popular uprising against Bashar al-Assad. This article dissects several of

these key relationships, documenting how they evolved before and during the uprising and forecasting how they

might change upon Assad's ouster. The status of antiregime jihadist elements is also explored, along with broader

opposition trends that risk pushing Syria further down the path of civil war.

IHS Jane's

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Andrew J. Tabler (/experts/andrew-j-tabler)
Andrew J. Tabler is the Martin J. Gross Senior Fellow in the Linda and Tony Rubin Program on Arab Politics at The Washington Institute, where he focuses
on Syria and U.S. policy in the Levant.

This article originally appeared in “State Sponsorship of Terrorism”, a publication of IHS Defense, Risk and Security

Consulting, in June 2012. Reproduced with permission © IHS (Global) Limited. All rights reserved.

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

An Israel-Lebanon Agreement May Not Be Worth the Costs

May 14, 2024
◆

David Schenker

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/andrew-j-tabler
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/andrew-j-tabler
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/israel-lebanon-agreement-may-not-be-worth-costs


(/policy-analysis/israel-lebanon-agreement-may-not-be-worth-costs)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the Gaza Crisis

May 14, 2024
◆

Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

The Arab Approach to Mediation—Reshaping Diplomacy in a Multipolar World

Spring 2024
◆

Nickolay Mladenov

(/policy-analysis/arab-approach-mediation-reshaping-diplomacy-multipolar-world)

TOPICS

Arab & Islamic Politics (/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-
politics)  

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Syria (/policy-
analysis/syria)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-approach-mediation-reshaping-diplomacy-multipolar-world
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-islamic-politics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	Fluid Alliances: The Syrian Government's Support for and Complicity in Terrorism
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



