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L et's stipulate that Chuck Hagel may make an exemplary defense secretary. That possibility doesn't alter the
fact that his nomination by President Obama almost certainly raises doubts among allies and adversaries alike
that Obama may not be nearly so committed to using all means necessary to prevent Iran from achieving a nuclear
weapon as he pledged during his reelection campaign. If the White House does not take steps soon to correct that
impression, the chances for a negotiated resolution of the Iran nuclear crisis will fall nearly to zero and the likelihood

of Israeli military action will rise dramatically.

The Hagel nomination comes at a critical moment. Some experts believe that Iran may soon amass enough enriched
uranium to give it "breakout capacity" -- allowing it to quickly produce a nuclear weapon at a time of its choosing.
Meanwhile, there are signs that the Obama administration's strategy of tough international sanctions, backed by the

threat of force, may compel Tehran to negotiate a deal that would forestall a confrontation...

Read the full article on the Washington Post website. (http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/hagels-

nomination-sows-doubts-about-obama-on-iran/2013/01/17/d1cbh9756-5da6-11e2-9940-

6fc488f3fecd_story.html)
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