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resident Saleh's solution to Yemen's "civil-military problematic" (to borrow Peter Feaver's phrase) was to

build powerful praetorian units and place his relatives in command of them, a counterproductive approach

that ultimately increased the risk that Saleh faced. During Yemen's Arab Spring uprisings, sections of the armed

forces not controlled by his siblings and cousins sought to ride the wave of popular revolt and emerge as a cohesive

power-base in the post-Saleh period. To achieve these aims, the military establishment made a conscious effort to let

the tribes and civil society activists lead the assault on the Saleh government...

Journal of Strategic Studies

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Michael Knights (/experts/michael-knights)
Michael Knights is the Jill and Jay Bernstein Fellow of The Washington Institute, specializing in the military and security affairs of Iraq, Iran, and the
Persian Gulf states. He is a co-founder of the Militia Spotlight platform, which offers in-depth analysis of developments related to the Iranian-backed
militias in Iraq and Syria.

Purchase the full article on the Taylor & Francis website.

(http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390.2012.740660#.UxiyAYWmU5Q)

RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Unpacking the UAE F-35 Negotiations

Feb 15, 2022
◆

Grant Rumley

(/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-knights
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/michael-knights
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/01402390.2012.740660#.UxiyAYWmU5Q
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/unpacking-uae-f-35-negotiations


ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

How to Make Russia Pay in Ukraine: Study Syria

Feb 15, 2022
◆

Anna Borshchevskaya

(/policy-analysis/how-make-russia-pay-ukraine-study-syria)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Bennett’s Bahrain Visit Further Invigorates Israel-Gulf Diplomacy

Feb 14, 2022
◆

Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/bennetts-bahrain-visit-further-invigorates-israel-gulf-diplomacy)

TOPICS

Gulf & Energy Policy (/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-
policy)  

Military & Security (/policy-analysis/military-
security)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Gulf States (/policy-analysis/gulf-
states)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-make-russia-pay-ukraine-study-syria
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/bennetts-bahrain-visit-further-invigorates-israel-gulf-diplomacy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/military-security
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-states

	The Military Role in Yemen's Protests: Civil-Military Relations in the Tribal Republic
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



