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The president should use his visit as an opportunity to demand that senior
Israeli and Palestinian officials consistently reiterate fundamental principles
that allay the basic fears of both publics.

I he White House announcement that President Obama will not bring a peace initiative on his upcoming trip to
Israel and the West Bank reinforces the sense that he sees the visit as an opportunity to reset ties with both the

Israeli and Palestinian peoples at the start of his second term.

There is, of course, value in bolstering public support for intergovernmental relations. It is hard to conceive of any
sort of breakthrough between Israeli and Palestinian leaders so long as the public on both sides are so skeptical of
progress. Yet if the White House focuses on people, and not just on governments, and points to significant

statements that leaders on both sides have made, the result could be real progress...
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