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he Institute's counselor testified before the Senate regarding the need for action on Syria. The following is an

excerpt from his prepared remarks; download the PDF to read the full testimony, or read the version
republished in Foreign Policy under the title "It's Time to Act in Syria."
(http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/04/18/its_time_to_act_in_syria)

"...There can be no doubt that the ongoing conflict in Syria confronts us with terrible challenges. A humanitarian

catastrophe gets worse by the day, as nearly a quarter of Syria's population may now be displaced internally or

externally and the death toll of close to 80,000 continues to rise inexorably. But it is not just our conscience that is

affected by this gruesome war. Our interests are also engaged because the conflict is unlikely to remain confined to

Syria. Indeed, the more Syria unravels, the more the state comes apart, the more refugees flee to the neighboring

states -- the more each of Syria's neighbors will be threatened with increased instability.
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Even assuming that al Qaeda does not establish itself in what may be the emerging failed state of Syria, the refugee

flow already constitutes a growing danger to Jordan, Lebanon, and Iraq. None of these states can easily absorb the

numbers -- and in the case of Lebanon and Iraq, the sectarian differences may rekindle civil conflicts we'd hoped had

been relegated to the past. Turkey may face less of problem in this regard and may also be more capable of

managing the growing influx of refugees, but it too is facing growing difficulties in absorbing the numbers and

managing the camps. Already there have been riots in the camps and we should not assume these are one-time

events. But, of course, it is not just the flow of refugees that endangers Syria's neighbors and the region..."
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