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he director of the Institute's Stein Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence addressed the Canadian

parliament regarding Iranian-sponsored violence at home and abroad. The following is an excerpt from his

prepared remarks; download the PDF to read the full testimony.

In 1948, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights. Article Three of this document states that "everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person."  This

week, marked here in the Canadian Parliament as "Iran Accountability Week," it is appropriate to consider Iran's

long record of supporting and carrying out terrorist attacks in express violation of this right to "security of person."

Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and International Development, International Human Rights Subcommittee, House
of Commons, Parliament of Canada

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Matthew Levitt (/experts/matthew-levitt)
Matthew Levitt is the Fromer-Wexler Senior Fellow and director of the Reinhard Program on Counterterrorism and Intelligence at The Washington
Institute.

Iran has a long history of violating human rights at home, but some of its more recent violations are taking place in

Syria (where Tehran is actively supporting the Assad government's targeting of the civilian population) and around

the world (where Iranian agents and proxy groups like Hezbollah are targeting diplomats and civilians alike for

assassination). In fact, these violations are now more interconnected than ever: the people who direct and oversee

the regime's human rights abuses at home and abroad are frequently the same people who direct and oversee the

regime's foreign terrorist activities and its nuclear and missile programs...

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt


BRIEF ANALYSIS

Coordinated Iran Sanctions Require Coordinated Enforcement

Apr 19, 2024
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/coordinated-iran-sanctions-require-coordinated-enforcement)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

China’s Military Objectives and Operational Experience in the Middle East

Apr 19, 2024
◆

Grant Rumley

(/policy-analysis/chinas-military-objectives-and-operational-experience-middle-east)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

The Middle East's Perilous Moment: Policy Implications and Escalation Risks

Apr 18, 2024
◆

Dana Stroul,
Zohar Palti,
Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/middle-easts-perilous-moment-policy-implications-and-escalation-risks)

TOPICS

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/coordinated-iran-sanctions-require-coordinated-enforcement
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/chinas-military-objectives-and-operational-experience-middle-east
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/middle-easts-perilous-moment-policy-implications-and-escalation-risks
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism


Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran

	Iranian Support for Terrorism and Violations of Human Rights
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



