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The Syria Crisis: A Washington Institute Guide

Sep 10, 2013

A s members of Congress consider President Obama’s request to undertake military action against the forces of President Bashar al-Assad,

The Washington Institute presents the following guide to help Americans better understand the crisis in Syria.

Since the outbreak of the Syrian civil war in2011, our experts have conducted extensive research and have traveled frequently to the region to
learn first-hand about the conflict’s political, social, economic, and military realities. As a result, The Institute has become an important source
of information for Administration officials, the Pentagon, intelligence agencies, and the media. The articles and media appearances below are
culled from the Institute’s most recent work. Topics covered include: Why Assad used chemical weapons

#whydidassadusechemicalweapons) ; a look inside Syria's collapse (#dystopiansyria) ; the stakes for U.S. credibility
(#uscredibilityisatstake) ; Iran's role (#theiranconnection) ; U.S. options for striking Syria (#targetsyria) ; the view from Israel
(#israelinthecrosshairs) ; how Assad and his wife think (#insidethemindsofbasharandasmaalassad) ; and Hezbollah's game-changing role
(#hezbollahthegamechanger) .

Why Did Assad Use Chemical Weapons? ()

hy would Bashar al-Assad flout international law and defy U.S. warnings to use chemical weapons against men, women, and children? And

the incident in East Ghouta on August 21 was likely not the first.

TWI in the Media

Andrew J. Tabler: The Situation Room (http://washin.st/12PZelIn) (CNN) and The Lead (CNN) (http://washin.st/1dgPH02)
Jeffrey White: NewsHour (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/world/july-dec13/syria2_08-21.html) (PBS)

poss1ble -chemical-weapons-use-in- syrla)by Michael Herzog (http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/herzog-michael) ,

, Andrew J. Tabler
(http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/tabler-andrew-j) , and Jeffrey White

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/white-jeffre

international-reactions-to-syrian-chemical-attack) by David Pollock (/experts/view/pollock-david)

Dystopian Syria ()
yria has effectively collapsed into a patchwork of spheres of influence dominated by different religious, ethnic and political groups. Who are

these groups? Are they indigenous or foreign? What are their capabilities? What would be the impact of a U.S. raid?

TWI in the Media

)
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Andrew J. Tabler: NewsHour (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/2013/08/syrias-fragmented-future.html) (PBS), The Lead
(http://thelead.blogs.cnn.com/2013/05/31/who-are-the-syrian-rebels/) (CNN), All Things Considered
(http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyld=192277263) (NPR)

Andrew J. Tabler, Jeffrey White, and Michael Eisenstadt (C-SPAN) (http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/EventsinSy)

the-redline-u.s.-opportunities-with-syrias-armed-opposition) by Andrew J. Tabler, Jeffrey White, and Michael Eisenstadt

http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/eisenstadt-michael

U.S. Credibility Is at Stake ()

ould failure to punish Assad for using chemical weapons and crossing an American “red line” undermine U.S. credibility -- and power -- in

the region and around the world?

TWI in the Media

Dennis Ross: Andrea Mitchell Reports (http://video.msnbc.msn.com/andrea-mitchell/52819844#52819844) (MSNBC)

syria) (Foreign Policy) by Michael Singh (/experts/view/singh-michael)
If Bombs Hit Damascus, Israel Looks to Tehran (http://washin.st/19ZEm6E) (Tablef) by David Makovsky (/experts/view/makovsky-david

The Iran Connection ()

ran is the largest regional supporter of the Assad regime and has the most to lose if it falls. What are the implications of a U.S. strike for Tehran

and for preventing an Iranian nuclear breakout?
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way-to-deal-with-iran) (NVew York Times) by Andrew J. Tabler

Syria as a Spoiler in Iran's Foreign Policy (http://washin.st/18YcyLw) by Mehdi Khalaji (/experts/view/khalaji-mehdi)
Target: Syria ()

w hat can and should the United States target in a military strike against Assad’s forces?

TWI in the Media

Jeffrey White: NewsHour (http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/world/july-dec13/syria2_08-26.html) (PBS)
Michael Eisenstadt: All Things Considered (http://www.npr.org/2013/09/03/218627294/what-a-cruise-missile-attack-on-syria-would-entail) (NPR)

oal) (Politico) by

Israel in the Crosshairs ()

W ill the Assad regime or Hezbollah, its Lebanese proxy, strike Israel to retaliate for a U.S. attack?
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David Makovsky Morning Edition (http:
on-syria) (NPR)

(Tablet) by David Schenker

-analysis/view/syrias-forgotten-front) (New York Times) by David

prepares-for-instability) by Michael Herzog

Inside the Minds of Bashar and Asma al-Assad ()

uring his 14 years of journalism in Syria, Andrew J. Tabler gained unusual access to President Assad and his wife, Asma. He has provided

western journalists with unique insight into how Syria’s First Couple thinks.

TWI in the Media

Andrew J. Tabler: The Today Show (http://www.today.com/news/syrias-first-lady-8C11035490) (NBC), The World
(http://www.theworld.org/2013/09/assad-on-charlie-rose/) (PRI), and CNN (http://edition.cnn.com/2013/09/07/world/meast/syria-
house-of-assad/)

Hezbollah: The Game-Changer ()

upported and directed by Iran, the Lebanese terrorist group Hezbollah has thrown its weight behind the Assad regime, shifting the military

balance.

TWI in the Media
Matthew Levitt with Amb. Frederic C. Hof, C-SPAN (http://www.c-spanvideo.org/program/314803-1)

Hizb Allah's Gambit in Syria (http://washin.st/15f6Wzq) (CTC Sentinel) by Matthew Levitt and Aaron Y. Zelin %*
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The Ukraine Crisis Isn’t Over: Russia Has Lied About Troop Withdrawals Before
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As China Thrives in the Post-9/11 Middle East, the US Must Counter
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