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Al-Qaida and its affiliates have been well-positioned to take advantage of the
recent regional upheaval, some of which the group predicted years ago.

S ince the Arab uprisings erupted two and a half years ago, the global jihadi movement has metastasized to a
variety of new locales across the Arab world, most recently in Syria, Libya, Sinai and Tunisia. While these
upheavals surprised many in the region, al-Qaida had predicted such events unfolding in a 20-year strategic plan
(2000-2020) that came to light in 2005. That blueprint has gone according to plan so far, albeit more because of
outside and structural forces than the efforts of jihadis themselves. As a result, the movement was well-positioned to

take advantage of the new developments.

In his book "Al-Zarqgawi: Al-Qaida's Second Generation," Fouad Hussein details al-Qaida's 20-year plan, which has
seven phases, with 2013 representing the beginning of the fifth. Here is how al-Qaida, which leaked the plan to

Hussein, envisioned each of them playing out...

Read the full article on the World Politics Review website.

NOTE: To access a subscription-free version of the article, readers must click on the link via this Washington

Institute page. »
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