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Brief Analysis

An official Iranian protest to the world's nuclear watchdog could be an attempt
to undermine its role in verifying the regime's compliance with potential
diplomatic agreements.

o n September 26, while Iranian president Hassan Rouhani exuded charm and reasonableness to the world's

leaders and media in New York, the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna released correspondence

from Tehran that gave a radically different impression. In a vitriolic twenty-page protest

littered with exclamation points, the regime harshly criticized the August IAEA report on Iran's nuclear activities.

At its politest, the letter -- dated September 12 and released with Tehran's approval -- accuses the agency of stepping
beyond its statutory and legal mandate. But the language grows increasingly heated when Tehran insists that its
controversial program is focused solely on "peaceful nuclear activities" that have been "unlawfully put on the agenda
of the United Nations Security Council." The letter accuses the council of taking "a wrong approach by adopting its
politically-motivated, illegal and unacceptable resolutions against Iran," claiming that "any request by the Agency
stemming from these resolutions is not legitimate and not acceptable." The letter ends by declaring that "claims and
baseless allegations against the Islamic Republic of Iran's peaceful nuclear activities are unprofessional, unfair,

illegal and politicized."

As with past Iranian diplomacy, the protest raises questions about whether Tehran speaks with more than one voice,
and whether internal political differences are being fought out in public. The Rouhani camp appears to realize that
some of the letter's language is at odds with the impression they have tried to make. The document's only overlap
with Rouhani's remarks in New York was its mention of the Non-Aligned Movement, which Tehran clearly regards as

supporting its position on the nuclear issue.

In any case, Iran's criticisms of the IAEA raise further suspicions about its intentions -- the regime may be seeking a
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political deal that avoids intrusive inspections of what its nuclear program consists of now and what it has worked on
in the past. Such a deal would not, in the words of President Obama, be "meaningful, transparent, and verifiable."
The letter also raises questions about the breadth of support in Iran's ruling circles for a positive tone and the actions

needed to resolve the nuclear impasse.
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