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By demonstrating firmness at the negotiating table, Washington can make
plain the alternatives and force Tehran to confront, rather than evade, the
consequences of its choices.

W ith the first round of nuclear talks with Iran's new, and newly pragmatic, negotiating team in the books,
the Washington policy debate about Iran has shifted from whether a deal is possible to what sort of deal is
acceptable. While such discussions can often seem a miasma of centrifuge counts and enrichment levels, there are,

in fact, two distinct paths to a nuclear deal with Iran.

The first path is one in which Tehran would receive relief from sanctions in exchange for putting strict limits on its
nuclear activities, such as restricting uranium enrichment to low levels. The success of such an agreement would
depend on ensuring that Iran could not use declared nuclear activities as a cover for covert activities aimed at
developing a nuclear weapon. It would also depend on ensuring that the deal was not easily reversible, so Tehran

could not renege once pressure had been alleviated.

There are ways that sanctions relief could be made more easily reversible -- for example, channeling oil payments to

Tehran through a single mechanism that could be blocked in the event of noncompliance -- but none of these is fail-

safe...
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