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T his paper argues that Turkey only partly fits the mold that describes the rising BRICS countries, and so it is
useful to designate Turkey as a special case in the rising powers literature. On the one hand, Turkey has
gained from the post-Cold War international structure by expanding its outreach to a broader international
audience. However, contrary to many common characterizations of other rising powers such as the BRICS, this new
position has not recast Turkey as a revisionist actor bent on distancing itself from the West and challenging the
Western order, or as a standalone actor in regional politics. Indeed, it would be incorrect to conflate Turkey's
increasing international prominence with growing strategic independence from the West. In fact, Turkey's economic

and political ascent remains deeply contingent upon preserving its bonds with the Western world...

Read the full paper on the Turkish Studies website.
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/14683849.2013.861110#.UuKg27Q06Uk

See Dr. Cagaptay's new book The Rise of Turkey: The Twenty-First Century’s First Muslim Power.
(http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/the-rise-of-turkey-the-twenty-first-centurys-first-
muslim-power) <>
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