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The group's approach to other areas it has seized -- a mix of harsh repression
and soft-power outreach -- offers insight into how it might consolidate control
in Mosul.

W hile the governance and social services that ISIS provides shouldn't overshadow the repression and
deadly violence it carries out, they do illustrate that the group runs a sophisticated and well-organized
operation. The $425 million (almost half a billion!) that ISIS seized from Mosul's central bank this week won't only

aid the militants on the region's battlefields. It will also help underwrite the group's campaign to win hearts and

minds. And that will make it even more difficult to dislodge the nascent proto-state from Syria and Iraq...
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