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n official State Department photo of the September 11 meeting in Jeddah between Secretary of State John

Kerry and King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, posted on Flickr, could be a metaphor for the current state of U.S.-

Saudi relations. It is out of focus. Why such a photo

(https://www.flickr.com/photos/statephotos/15024436377/in/photostream) was chosen for Flickr, along with a

single (in-focus) close-up of Kerry and the Saudi monarch, can only be a matter of speculation. One obvious

possibility is that the U.S. side was upset with the attendance -- indeed, the prominence -- on the Saudi side of Prince

Bandar bin Sultan... 
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The kingdom's existential struggle with Iran could have drastic implications for
the Middle East.

Read the full version of this article on the New Republic website.

(http://www.newrepublic.com/article/119447/saudi-arabias-role-fighting-isis-and-aiding-syrian-rebels)
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