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resident Obama's decision to launch a campaign aimed at "degrading and eventually destroying" the Islamic

State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) marks a major turning point in U.S. policy toward the Middle East. But the

administration's approach faces major challenges, including the resiliency of ISIS, the complexity of the operational

environment, and the coalition's limited ability to exploit the group's military, geographical, political, and financial

vulnerabilities. Moreover, the president's reluctance to adequately resource the effort, commit additional

reconnaissance and strike assets, or deploy small numbers of troops to the fight will further limit U.S. options and

reduce the prospects for near-term success.

In this Washington Institute study, military expert Michael Eisenstadt describes how the administration can

overcome these obstacles, work through the contradictions inherent in its current approach, adequately resource the

military campaign, and make substantial progress in addressing a key threat to American interests.
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