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his week, Saudi Arabia sanctioned two senior Hezbollah members, Khalil Harb and Muhammad Qabalan, for

"terrorist actions." Both operatives have long Hezbollah resumes, but they stand out for playing leadership

roles overseeing Hezbollah's operations in one particular region: the Middle East. Tellingly, the decision to blacklist

these two operatives comes in the wake of Hezbollah threats that Saudi Arabia would "incur very serious losses" and

"pay a heavy price" as a result of its Yemen campaign. Given Hezbollah's recent investment in expanding its regional

presence and operations, the Saudis are taking these threats seriously.

The official Saudi announcement accused Harb of commanding Hezbollah's "central military unit" and of being

responsible for Hezbollah's activities in Yemen. It points to Qabalan's role in terrorist activities in Egypt and accuses

him of "spreading chaos and instability." Hezbollah has a long history of operating in the Gulf, but tensions today are

at an all-time high. Although Sunni Arab countries have at times exaggerated the threat from their regional rival Iran

and its proxy Hezbollah, the sanctions against these two Hezbollah leadership figures are well-justified...
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The assignment of skilled senior operatives to support Houthi rebels in Yemen
underscores the importance that Hezbollah attributes to its activities in the
Arabian Peninsula.

 To read the full article, go to the Hill website.  (http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/defense/243408-why-the-

saudis-just-blacklisted-two-lebanese-militants)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/lmadha-adrj-alswdywn-mwkhraan-asmy-mqatlayn-lbnanyayn-ly-alqaymt-alswda
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/matthew-levitt
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/defense/243408-why-the-saudis-just-blacklisted-two-lebanese-militants


RECOMMENDED

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Iran Takes Next Steps on Rocket Technology

Feb 11, 2022
◆

Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Saudi Arabia Adjusts Its History, Diminishing the Role of Wahhabism

Feb 11, 2022
◆

Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Podcast: Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule

Feb 9, 2022
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule)

TOPICS

Gulf & Energy Policy (/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-
policy)  

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-energy-policy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism


REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Lebanon (/policy-
analysis/lebanon)  

Gulf States (/policy-analysis/gulf-
states)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/lebanon
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-states

	Why the Saudis Just Blacklisted Two Lebanese Militants
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



