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he following item appeared in the "Letters to the Editor" section
(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/these-are-not-serious-arguments-for-abandoning-the-iran-

deal/2015/07/21/2e601aae-2efc-11e5-818f-a242f28e7022_story.html) of the Washington Post on July 21.

As a critic of many administration decisions on Iran, I have sympathy for Eric Edelman's and Ray Takeyh's

problems with the Iran deal (https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/on-iran-congress-should-just-say-

no/2015/07/17/56e366ae-2b30-11e5-bd33-395c05608059_story.html) but disagree with their suggested

response: Congress kills it and the United States then negotiates a better deal.

There are serious arguments for congressional rejection of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA):

symbolic, assuming a veto, to signal unhappiness with President Obama's Iran policy; or absolute, overriding a veto

to topple the deal and focus Iran containment on a more credible U.S. military threat and closer regional

relationships. But Congress should not reject the agreement assuming that the United States can then get a better

deal. Who would negotiate it? Mr. Obama would have neither enthusiasm nor credibility, the Iranians no motivation

to yield and the international community little interest in new negotiations or even continued support for our oil

trade sanctions. We would be left with no restraints, rather than the JCPOA's limited ones, on Iran, eroding sanctions

and little international support if force must ultimately be used against Iran.
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