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If the president's bet on Iran's transformation does not prove to be
immediately and demonstrably right, his larger project could suffer the same
fate as Bush's in the hands of his successor.

T he drama is breathtaking. A decisive president makes a crucial decision on the Middle East issue that defines
his tenure, a decision that could transform not just the specific situation but regional security. Yet he has just
lost both houses of Congress, opinion polls on the decision are heading south, lawmakers are up in arms, and even

some in his administration have doubts. But rather than hesitate, he drives ahead.

Barack Obama, 2015, with Iran? No, George W. Bush, 2006-07, with the Iraq troop surge to save his effort in the
country he ordered the U.S. military to invade. Both presidents, at the same point in their tenures, pushed major
initiatives against very strong domestic opposition. Given the similarities, the fate of Bush's surge could provide
insight into the fate of the Joint Comprehensive Program of Action with Iran. Bush's success suggests that, one way

or another, Obama will also prevail in implementing the Iran deal...

Read the full article on the Washington Post website.

. ¢/
obamas-iraq-troop-surge/) **

Washington Post

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/james-jeffrey
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/alatfaq-alnwwy-alayrany-llryys-awbama-nqat-alshbh-bynh-wbyn-tfrt-alqwat-alamrykyt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/james-jeffrey
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/08/28/the-iran-nuclear-deal-is-president-obamas-iraq-troop-surge/

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Iran Takes Next Steps on Rocket Technology

Feb 11, 2022
.
Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Saudi Arabia Adjusts Its History, Diminishing the Role of Wahhabism

Feb 11, 2022
.
Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism)

Matthew Levitt

BREAKING
Hrﬂammui_s;

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Podcast: Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule

Feb 9, 2022
.
Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule)

TOPICS

U.S. Policy (/policy-analysis/us-
policy)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/us-policy

Iran (/policy-
analysis/iran)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran

	The Iran Nuclear Deal Is President Obama's Iraq Troop Surge
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



