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To have any hope of deterring, limiting, or winning the coming conflicts in the
Middle East, Washington needs to widen its view beyond the Islamic State in
the manner that regional states are already doing.

C ontrary to many assertions, defeating the self-proclaimed Islamic State may not be particularly complex in
the parts of Iraq, Syria, Libya and other countries where the group has sought to hold terrain. If local armed
forces get organized and receive air support, they will defeat the Islamic State on the battlefield, and in doing so they
will tarnish the group's reputation for success and limit its recruitment potential. But there is one thing standing in

the way of this victory: the lack of unity and motivation of its opponents.

In the absence of a major international ground force deployment, the pace of the war will continue to be driven by
local actors -- meaning the fight will run on their timeline rather than ours. While defeating the Islamic State may be
Washington's top concern, it is not the over-riding priority of most local actors arrayed against the group on the
ground. The reality is that there is no cohesive team of allies fighting against the Islamic State and this war is only
one of a number of wars being fought or prepared for across the region. In many cases actors are fighting the Islamic

State purely to better positon themselves for these other conflicts...
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