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T he Islamic State (IS or ISIS) is often identified as the world’s leading proponent of Salafism, or fundamentalist

Sunni Islam. The IS-affiliated perpetrators of the 2016 Brussels terrorist attacks had close ties with local

Salafist groups. In their textbooks, the Islamic State promises to revive a Salafi understanding of Islam.

But, as Jacob Olidort points out, most of the world’s Salafis do not engage in violence or political activism -- in fact,

they explicitly condemn both.

In this illuminating video presentation, Institute Soref Fellow Olidort explores the history and ideology of the

different strains of Salafism, from the birth of the movement in the eighteenth century through today. Turning to the

Islamic State, he analyzes the violent group’s vision, strategy, propaganda, and education. He explains how IS differs

from other Islamist and Jihadist groups, and how it justifies its unique sectarian themes, its territorial ambitions,

and its brutal methods.

This is essential viewing for anyone interested in the ideological roots of IS and how it diverges from other Islamist

groups.
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