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In-Depth Reports

This essay, the sixth in a series exploring prospects for political reform
throughout the Middle East, analyzes the unique perils facing democratic
governance in Iraq, particularly the dangerous Islamist alternatives
masquerading under the guise of theocracy.

I raqg's transition from autocracy to multiparty elections has made it something of a test case in the Arab world.
Although the Sunni-Shia divide has created difficult obstacles to good governance, it has led to a wider embrace
of power sharing, at least as a political principle. Iraq's Islamist parties play a dominant role in politics, but pose less
of a threat to democracy than those of other Arab countries, in large part because of the endorsement of free

elections by Iraq's most influential Shia religious leaders.

At the same time, Iraq's corrupt system of patronage politics illustrates the dangers of democratic electoral politics
unrestrained by a strong legal tradition or an independent judiciary. Moreover, Iraq's democracy currently faces a
severe threat from radical Shia militias who, despite poor performance in elections, believe they can leverage their
role in the fight against IS to gain permanent extralegal powers, with the ultimate aim of hollowing out Iraq's

democracy and turning it into a ideological Islamist state based on the Iranian model.

This essay, the sixth in a series exploring prospects for political reform throughout the Middle East, analyzes the
unique perils facing democratic governance in Iraq and the dangerous alternative of rule by militia gangs paying lip

service to Islamist slogans.
Download other essays in this series. (http://washin.st/1KXGqh0) %*
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