
Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Articles & Op-Eds

How Russia Reacted to Orlando

by Anna Borshchevskaya (/experts/anna-borshchevskaya)

Jun 24, 2016

T

Articles & Testimony

he day after Omar Mateen massacred 49 people on June 12 at the Pulse, a gay club in Orlando, Florida -- the

worst terrorist act in the U.S. since Sept. 11, 2001 -- Russian President Vladimir Putin sent a telegram with

condolences to President Obama and "all Americans," much as he did after 9/11. Putin stressed, according to the

Kremlin, that the Russian people "share the pain and sorrow of those who lost their loved ones as a result of this

barbaric crime and hope for a speedy recovery of the wounded."

But what was the response in Russia? Alexei Pushkov, for one -- the State Duma's foreign affairs committee

chairman -- decided to criticize Obama's foreign policy. Beyond the usual Kremlin anti-Americanism, however, some

in Russia highlighted state-driven repressions of the LGBT community. The Orlando attacks, noted Alexander

Baunov, chief editor at Carnegie.ru, "revealed the uncomfortable position in which...the Russian leadership finds

itself at minimum since the beginning of [Russia's] Syria operation [in September 2015]. It is difficult to fight ISIS

(banned in Russia) and share its basic tenets." Soon after Putin assumed his third presidential term in 2012 (despite

the largest protests since the break-up of the Soviet Union), he began a massive and broad crackdown on Russia's

civil society. Among his targets was the LGBT community, portraying homosexuality as an example of Western

moral decline. According to Freedom House, "[a] 2013 law banned dissemination of information promoting

'nontraditional sexual relationships,' putting legal pressure on LGBT activists and encouraging violent attacks."

Since then, abuse and harassment of the LGBT community in Russia has been well-documented...
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The Kremlin's expressions of sympathy mask its blatantly homophobic policies
at home, which are unlikely to change anytime soon given the government's
need for conservative straw men.

Read the full article on the Hill website.  (http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/284773-how-

russia-reacted-to-orlando)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/284773-how-russia-reacted-to-orlando


RECOMMENDED

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

How to Make Russia Pay in Ukraine: Study Syria

Feb 15, 2022
◆

Anna Borshchevskaya

(/policy-analysis/how-make-russia-pay-ukraine-study-syria)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Bennett’s Bahrain Visit Further Invigorates Israel-Gulf Diplomacy

Feb 14, 2022
◆

Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/bennetts-bahrain-visit-further-invigorates-israel-gulf-diplomacy)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Libya’s Renewed Legitimacy Crisis

Feb 14, 2022
◆

Ben Fishman

(/policy-analysis/libyas-renewed-legitimacy-crisis)

TOPICS

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/how-make-russia-pay-ukraine-study-syria
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/bennetts-bahrain-visit-further-invigorates-israel-gulf-diplomacy
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/libyas-renewed-legitimacy-crisis


Democracy & Reform (/policy-analysis/democracy-
reform)  

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/democracy-reform
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism

	How Russia Reacted to Orlando
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS



