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(http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson.pdf) Thanks to technical innovation, and despite oil price fluctuations,

the United States is producing more of its own oil and using

relatively less. With this decreased dependence on imported

energy, the grave danger is that perceived U.S. indifference to

Middle East developments could worry allies and embolden

hostile forces. In Energizing Policy: America and the Middle East

in an Era of Plentiful Oil, Patrick Clawson and Simon Henderson

contend that many reasons besides energy argue for a strong U.S. role in the region, not least its instability, which has repeatedly affected the United States, often violently.

Explaining how the radically changed nature of oil markets grants Washington new freedom to maneuver, the authors suggest ways to maximize opportunities and

minimize disadvantages for U.S. interests arising from the new energy scenario. In addition, they warn that since the evolution of the energy scene is entirely unclear,

U.S. policy should be sufficiently flexible to accommodate the long-term possibilities: U.S. oil imports remaining at much the same proportion as now or the United

States becoming a significant oil exporter.

THE AUTHORS

Patrick Clawson (http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/clawson-patrick) is the Morningstar senior fellow and director of research at The Washington

Institute, where he also heads the Iran Security Initiative. Widely consulted as an analyst and media commentator, he has authored more than 150 articles about the

Middle East and international economics, and written or edited eighteen books on Iran.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Patrick Clawson (/experts/patrick-clawson)
Patrick Clawson is Morningstar senior fellow and director of research at the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

Simon Henderson (/experts/simon-henderson)
Simon Henderson is the Baker fellow and director of the Bernstein Program on Gulf and Energy Policy at The Washington Institute, specializing in energy matters and the conservative Arab states of the Persian Gulf.

(/sites/default/files/imports/PF146cover90x80online.jpg)(/sites/default/files/imports/PF146cover90x80print.jpg)

Simon Henderson (http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/henderson-simon) is the Baker fellow and director of the Gulf and Energy Policy Program at

the Institute, where he specializes in energy matters and the conservative Arab states of the Persian Gulf. A former journalist with the BBC and Financial Times,

Henderson has also worked as a consultant advising corporations and governments on the Persian Gulf.

RECOMMENDED

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/patrick-clawson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/ar/policy-analysis/syast-altaqt-amryka-walshrq-alawst-fy-sr-alwfrt-alnftyt
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/patrick-clawson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/simon-henderson
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson-1r.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson-1r.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson-1r.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/imports/PF146cover90x80online.jpg
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson.pdf
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/uploads/Documents/pubs/PolicyFocus146_ClawsonHenderson.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/sites/default/files/imports/PF146cover90x80print.jpg
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/clawson-patrick
http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/view/henderson-simon


BRIEF ANALYSIS

Iran Takes Next Steps on Rocket Technology

Feb 11, 2022
◆

Farzin Nadimi

(/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Saudi Arabia Adjusts Its History, Diminishing the Role of Wahhabism

Feb 11, 2022
◆

Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism)

ARTICLES & TESTIMONY

Podcast: Breaking Hezbollah's Golden Rule

Feb 9, 2022
◆

Matthew Levitt

(/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule)

TOPICS

Energy & Economics (/policy-analysis/energy-
economics)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES

Gulf States (/policy-analysis/gulf-
states)

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iran-takes-next-steps-rocket-technology
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/saudi-arabia-adjusts-its-history-diminishing-role-wahhabism
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/podcast-breaking-hezbollahs-golden-rule
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/energy-economics
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gulf-states

	Energizing Policy: America and the Middle East in an Era of Plentiful Oil
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



