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raining indigenous Syrians to fight on their home soil has been considered a central element of overall U.S.

strategy to counter the Islamic State, but it has proven an extremely daunting task. The first Syria train-and-

equip program was hampered by excessive policy restrictions, roundly criticized by many as ill conceived, and

deemed a "total failure" by Congress before being suspended in October 2015 by the Defense Department. This

research note by two military experts explores the evolution of the initial Syria train-and-equip program and offers

recommendations should Washington decide to pursue future iterations, as it is imperative that policymakers and

military strategists prevent a repeat of the mismatch between policy constraints and military objectives that doomed

the original efforts.
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