Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Policy Focus 150

Syrian Kurds as a U.S. Ally:
Cooperation and Complications

by Patrick Clawson (/experts/patrick-clawson) , David Pollock (/experts/david-pollock) , Soner Cagaptay
(/experts/soner-cagaptay) , Andrew J. Tabler (/experts/andrew-j-tabler) , Fabrice Balanche (/experts/fabrice-
balanche), Bilal Wahab (/experts/bilal-wahab) , Anna Borshchevskaya (/experts/anna-borshchevskaya)

Nov 18, 2016

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Patrick Clawson (/experts/patrick-clawson)

Patrick Clawson is the Morningstar Senior Fellow and Research Counselor at The Washington Institute.

&)
< m

David Pollock (/experts/david-pollock

David Pollock was the Bernstein Fellow at The Washington Institute from 2007 until his death in 2024, focusing on regional political dynamics and related
issues.

Soner Cagaptay (/experts/soner-cagaptay)

Soner Cagaptay is the Beyer Family Senior Fellow and director of the Turkish Research Program at The Washington Institute.

Andrew J. Tabler (/experts/andrew-j-tabler

Andrew J. Tabler is the Martin J. Gross Senior Fellow in the Linda and Tony Rubin Program on Arab Politics at The Washington Institute, where he focuses
on Syria and U.S. policy in the Levant.

Fabrice Balanche (/experts/fabrice-balanche

Fabrice Balanche, an associate professor and research director at the University of Lyon 2, is an adjunct fellow at The Washington Institute.

Bilal Wahab (/experts/bilal-wahab)

Bilal Wahab is the Nathan and Esther K. Wagner Senior Fellow at The Washington Institute.



https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/patrick-clawson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/david-pollock
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/soner-cagaptay
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/andrew-j-tabler
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/fabrice-balanche
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/bilal-wahab
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/anna-borshchevskaya
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/patrick-clawson
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/david-pollock
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/soner-cagaptay
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/andrew-j-tabler
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/fabrice-balanche
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/bilal-wahab

Anna Borshchevskaya (/experts/anna-borshchevskaya

Anna Borshchevskaya is a senior fellow at The Washington Institute, focusing on Russia's policy toward the Middle East.

@

In-Depth Reports

T his collection of essays by Washington Institute experts explores how the United States can work with--or, in
some cases, around--the various actors in heavily Kurdish-populated northern Syria to advance the fight

against the Islamic State and create long-term stability.

Successive pieces look at the Kurds themselves, Turkey, Arabs in the Kurdish-controlled area, the Syrian Arab
opposition, the Iraqi Kurds, and Russia. All these parties are engaged in complex interactions; none fully share U.S.
interests--although many have interests that overlap with or even conflict with those of the United States. The
authors stress that since one of the more contentious issues is the relationship between Syria's dominant Kurdish
actor, the Democratic Union Party, or PYD, and Turkey's Kurdistan Workers Party, the terrorist-designated PKK, U.S.
interests are best served by a full separation of these two groups. Since the two most likely sources of ground forces
are the PYD and Turkish-backed elements--if not Turkey itself--presumably aided by U.S. Special Forces, these
essays explore how best to work with these two actors who are unfriendly with each other but potentially helpful to
the United States.
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