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AE success stories are legion: Vast oil resources have made the United Arab Emirates one of the wealthiest

states per capita in the world. Emirati rulers have pursued economic and social development projects of epic

proportions, and citizen support for the country's leadership is believed to be high. Yet, when it comes to political

rights and civil liberties, the UAE is one of the most restrictive states in the Middle East.

In this essay, the tenth in a series (http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/view/beyond-islamists-

and-autocrats-prospects-for-political-reform-post-arab-spr) exploring non-Islamist reform actors post-Arab

spring, Lori Plotkin Boghardt examines the multiple narratives of reform in the UAE. These range from the

government as a driver of reform, to state and societal restrictions on political discourse, to popular support for the

UAE's current course regardless of its approach to political inclusiveness. She argues that these diverse

interpretations add a layer of complexity to the enduring American desire to balance strategic interests with political

and other values, and provides specific recommendations to address this challenge and enhance U.S. influence in

the Arab Gulf. 
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