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Peace in the Middle East will not be accomplished through a UN vote, but
rather through the renewal of U.S. leadership in the region and the rebuilding
of trust with America's partners there.

S i izing up the Israeli-Palestinian conflict upon assuming office, President Obama decided Israeli settlements
were the problem, and he insisted on a total freeze on construction. What followed were eight years of
deadlock, the deterioration of U.S. relations with Israelis and Palestinians alike, and widespread disillusionment with

the two-state solution.

Despite this track record, Obama is leaving off where he began: in a departure from Washington's typical role as
Israel's defender at the United Nations, the United States refused to use its veto and allowed the adoption of a

Security Council resolution condemning Israeli settlements...
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