Policy Analysis (/policy-analysis) /
Articles & Op-Eds

After Syria, Putin's Next Move Could Be Libya

by Anna Borshchevskaya (/experts/anna-borshchevskaya)

Feb 13,2017
Also available in
auyell (/ar/policy-analysis/bd-swrya-hl-stkwn-lybya-khtwt-bwtyn-altalyt)

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Anna Borshchevskaya (/experts/anna-borshchevskaya

Anna Borshchevskaya is a senior fellow at The Washington Institute, focusing on Russia's policy toward the Middle East.

®

Articles & Testimony

Moscow has neither the resources nor the desire to bring long-term stability to
Libya, and Haftar is the wrong man for the job, but that won't stop Putin from
trying to exploit the situation.

P resident Trump has consistently suggested that Russian President Vladimir Putin could be a strong ally in the
fight against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. But while most eyes are on Syria in this regard, Libya is
another place to watch closely in the coming weeks. Putin increasingly supports Libya's Gen. Khalifa Haftar, who
controls the country's oil-rich east but wants more. Haftar pursues an anti-Islamist agenda and looks to Putin to help
secure his leadership in Libya at the expense of the UN-backed civilian government. This is where Trump and Putin

could make a deal...

Read the full article on the Hill website. (http://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/international/319272-after-

. . . )
syria-libya-could-be-putins-next-move) %*
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