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The rise of the Islamic State brought the Kurds together, but its impending fall
now threatens to tear them apart.

F or nearly a century now, the question of whether there should be an independent Kurdish state has loomed
over the Middle East. The issue achieved new urgency after U.S. forces evicted Saddam Hussein from northern
Iraq after the Gulf War in 1991, effectively creating the preconditions for Kurdish autonomy there. The American-led
invasion in 2003 and the war that followed have merely accelerated that process. Today, however, with the collapse
of Syria and continuing tumult in Iraqg, the question is less whether there will be an autonomous Kurdistan, but how

many Kurdistans will emerge from the regional crack-up -- and who will run them...

Read the full article on the Washington Post website. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-

Washington Post
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