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For many Lebanese Shia, blindly accepting the group's narrative may be less
emotionally wrenching than questioning whether a youth's death was worth
the pain.

H ezbollah's culture of martyrdom has helped sustain the organization's manpower needs since its founding. A
critical question, however, is how the group communicates this narrative to its base, especially given recent
challenges to its legitimacy following the intervention in Syria. The "Party of God's" online content reveals that it
does so in part by using the mothers of martyred fighters to promote the culture of martyrdom. Mothers possess
unique access in society, so Hezbollah uses their voices to amplify its propaganda in a way that resonates with the
group's following. Yet signs of tension between the party and these women could pose challenges to this strategy in

the future...

To read the full article, download the PDF above. **

CTC Sentinel

RECOMMENDED


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/kendall-bianchi
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/experts/kendall-bianchi

ﬁ"-_ .-. _,'

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Tracking Anti-U.S. Strikes in Iraq and Syria During the Gaza Crisis

May 4, 2024

.
Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-irag-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis)

BRIEF ANALYSIS
Is Kataib Hezbollah Behind the Saraya al-Ashtar Claimed Attack on Israel?

May 4, 2024

.
Michael Knights,
Amir al-Kaabi,
Hamdi Malik

(/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-behind-saraya-al-ashtar-claimed-attack-israel)

BRIEF ANALYSIS

Nuclear Agency Chief Visits Iran: Expectations and Next Steps

May 3, 2024
.
Simon Henderson

(/policy-analysis/nuclear-agency-chief-visits-iran-expectations-and-next-steps)

TOPICS

Terrorism (/policy-
analysis/terrorism)

REGIONS & COUNTRIES


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/tracking-anti-us-strikes-iraq-and-syria-during-gaza-crisis
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/kataib-hezbollah-behind-saraya-al-ashtar-claimed-attack-israel
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/nuclear-agency-chief-visits-iran-expectations-and-next-steps
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/terrorism

Lebanon (/policy- Syria (/policy-
analysis/lebanon) analysis/syria)


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/lebanon
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/syria

	Letters from Home: Hezbollah Mothers and the Culture of Martyrdom
	RECOMMENDED
	TOPICS
	REGIONS & COUNTRIES



