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In-Depth Reports

0 n July 15, 2016, Turkey survived a harsh test to its democracy when it pacified a coup attempt led by the
ultrasecretive Gulenist movement. But the episode raised more questions than it resolved. Looking back,
how had the Gulenists infiltrated the highest military ranks, thereby allowing the uprising to go as far as it did? And,
into the future, how could the military be reshaped so as to guard against future uprisings? In the ensuing twenty-
one months, the Turkish government has issued numerous executive decrees aimed at both restructuring state
institutions and ridding the bureaucracy, through mass purges, of alleged Gulenists. But this campaign, carried out

under a long-running presidential state of emergency, has lacked much-needed inclusiveness.

In this new study, security analyst Metin Gurcan meticulously explains how fending off a future coup attempt will
require not only transfer of power from the Turkish military to civilian elites but also diffusion of political power
among the executive branch, parliament, and civil society. This task will be trickier still in light of Turkey's

transition from a parliamentary model to an executive presidency.
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